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fullness of the tree, the tree color and foliage 
condition, and species characteristics of nee-
dle retention and branch pliability. Of course, 
access to the tree for ease of cutting, loading, 
and transporting are also considered. 

This year’s 118-year-old Sierra White Fir 
tree is 63 feet tall. It weighs 8,300 pounds and 
traveled 4,280 miles from California to Wash-
ington, D.C. Along the way, it made 23 stops; 
13 in California and 11 across the nation. An 
additional 100 companion trees were delivered 
to the capital and placed in federal offices and 
congressional offices. They also transported 
the tree donated by the Tuolumne Band of 
Me-Wuk Indians to the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of the American Indian. The tree’s ar-
rival received international press and showed 
the rest of the world that our nation has the 
freedom to celebrate a religious holiday at the 
Capitol. 

In addition, the Stanislaus National Forest 
Service held a Statewide Song Search and Art 
Contest. They collected 2,500 outdoor and 
2,200 indoor Christmas ornaments made by 
Californians for the Tree. The use of recycled 
and natural materials was encouraged. Also, 
they conducted a food drive for Gallup, New 
Mexico, the third poorest city in the nation. 
The statewide food drive involved several food 
banks from throughout the state that donated 
a pallet of food as well as collected food at 
every stop made in California. The food was 
transported to Gallup, New Mexico, and the 
community was very appreciative of the more 
than 14 pallets of food that the team delivered 
on November 16. 

The Stanislaus National Forest also coordi-
nated all the donations to fund the harvesting, 
transport, and tour of the U.S. Capitol Christ-
mas Tree. Additionally, there were many that 
assisted in the momentous occasion that 
made it possible. Special recognition should 
go to Maria Benech, 2011 U.S. Capitol Christ-
mas Tree Coordinator, who worked tirelessly 
on the project. Central Sierra Arts Council 
helped with the statewide song search and Art 
Competition. Gini Siebert of Out of Hand 
helped create over 1,000 clay ornaments for 
the Tree and the indoor trees by garnering do-
nations from Sonora businesses to pay for 
classroom art projects. The Sonora Garden 
Club made the 48 sprays that were given as 
gifts at each community the Tree visited 
across the United States. Fire on the Mountain 
were critical in the November 5 Tree Cutting 
Celebration in Sonora. Mark Patton, Frank 
Gilbeau, and Danny Hess cut and laid the 
Tree down on the special cradle without 
breaking a branch in the 17 degree weather. 
The City of Sonora hosted a parade and es-
cort on November 5. And finally, Cal Trans 
and CHP who helped the Stanislaus National 
Forest Service move the tree from Point A to 
Barstow. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending the Stanislaus National Forest 
Service for a job well done in supplying the 
2011 U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree. 
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HONORING DAN TERRELL 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 19, 2011 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
privilege as the representative of Indiana’s 

Fourth District to rise and pay tribute to Mr. 
Dan Terrell, mayor of Mitchell, Indiana. 

Mayor Terrell is a man of deep civic convic-
tion, a loving father of 6, and a devoted grand-
father of 17. 

Dan Terrell was born in Mitchell, Indiana, 
and has remained there his entire life. He has 
never lost the small town conservative spirit 
that growing up in the Heartland of America 
gave him. 

Following his retirement from the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, Dan Terrell was ready to con-
centrate fully on helping his hometown over-
come challenges that so many small cities and 
towns have faced: lost businesses, sidewalks 
that were unsafe or non-existent, infrastructure 
in total disrepair, drinking water barely able to 
pass State regulations. During Mayor Terrell’s 
four years in office these, and many other 
concerns, have not only been addressed but 
have been corrected. 

Besides the tangible accomplishments, his 
representation of the city as he traveled 
throughout Indiana offered his constituents a 
mayor they could be proud of. 

His leadership and vision will be truly 
missed as he leaves the mayor’s office. His 
love and his devotion for his hometown will 
continue. Mr. Speaker, it has been a true 
honor to stand in tribute and offer my thanks 
to the civic service of Mayor Dan Terrell, one 
of Indiana’s best mayors and my close friend. 
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1540, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great regret that I rise to oppose this Defense 
Authorization Conference Report. This is the 
first Defense Authorization Conference Report 
I have opposed since I was first elected in 
2002. 

I cannot support this Conference Report be-
cause it limits the tools available to detain and 
prosecute terror suspects and could have the 
unintended effect of weakening our national 
security. As currently written, the language in 
the Report also creates potentially dangerous 
and costly confusion about the roles of the 
military and law enforcement officials during 
the arrest of terror suspects. At the same time, 
certain provisions leave open the possibility 
that innocent U.S. citizens could be wrongfully 
and indefinitely detained at the direction of the 
President without appropriate access to civil-
ian courts. 

The mix of tools currently available to the 
Executive Branch has strengthened our na-
tional security. Civilian prosecutors and federal 
courts have convicted and imprisoned hun-
dreds of terrorists, while the military tribunals 
have convicted only a half-dozen. Why would 
we want to tip the scales toward a less effec-
tive enforcement tool? Why tie our own 
hands? 

Sections 1021 and 1022 of the Report will 
generate confusion as to whether the military 
or the FBI and civilian law enforcement agen-
cies have custody over terror suspects. Today, 
in testimony before the Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee, FBI Director Mueller expressed con-
cern and uncertainty about the confusing di-
rectives in the Report that could cause mis-
understandings between the FBI and the mili-
tary regarding the detention of covered individ-
uals during the crucial early moments of an ar-
rest when information gathering is most impor-
tant. He described an example where a ter-
rorist arrest in a city like New York could 
cause unnecessary confusion and conflict be-
tween city law enforcement and the military 
because New York City is not a military con-
trolled area. He also worries about how the 
situation would play out if a group of detain-
ees—some covered, others not—are captured 
at the same time and what impact this might 
have on the handling of their cases. 

There is also much confusion about the in-
definite detention authority in section 1021 of 
the measure. Some say that this section does 
not apply to U.S. citizens, but if that was the 
intention of the conferees, American citizens 
should have been specifically exempted the 
way they were in Section 1022 regarding man-
datory military detention. The fact that Amer-
ican citizens were expressly exempted from 
mandatory military detention under section 
1022—but not exempted under section 1021— 
suggests that Congress is implicitly endorsing 
the idea that American citizens may be indefi-
nitely detained under the Authorization for Use 
of Military Force. If Congress is going to spell 
out the rules of arrest and detention, it should 
have made clear that American citizens may 
not be indefinitely detained without due proc-
ess of law. 

How U.S. citizens are to be treated when 
detained as terror suspects and the question 
of jurisdictional leadership during terror-related 
arrests are matters of such supreme national 
consequence that they should not have been 
expeditiously appended to a National Defense 
Authorization Conference Report. These im-
portant issues should have had the benefit of 
debate and close examination that can only 
happen during regular order. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. TODD LAVOGUE 
AND HIS STUDENTS AS HAS-
TINGS’ HEROES 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 19, 2011 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. Todd LaVogue and 
the students in his social studies class at Roo-
sevelt Middle School in West Palm Beach. Mr. 
LaVogue recently engaged his students in 
Amnesty International’s letter-writing campaign 
for human rights. Mr. LaVogue and his stu-
dents joined people of good conscience 
around the world in writing letters to govern-
ment officials in many countries, urging them 
to release political prisoners and prisoners of 
conscience. The students were able to see 
what such efforts can accomplish when the 
government of the nation of Myanmar re-
leased opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
after many years of house arrest. 

By expressing their concern for people im-
properly and unfairly held in captivity by au-
thoritarian governments around the world, Mr. 
LaVogue and his students are shining exam-
ples of the best in humankind. They are peo-
ple deserving of respect and admiration from 
all of us. 
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